
SPANISH 1323 – Medical Spanish 
University of Pittsburgh 

Department of Hispanic Languages and Literatures 
Spring 2019 

 

 
          (Fuente: diversitymd.com) 
Mari Félix Cubas Mora       
Office CL1300 
Office Hours: T-TH 4:45-5:45 or by appointment 
You can reach me at: mfc24@pitt.edu  
 
Course description:   
This course is designed for students planning to work in the health care field to communicate more effectively in linguistic 
and cultural terms with Spanish-speaking patients. Students will explore advanced and specific medical vocabulary, 
communication strategies, and related cultural aspects.  The class will cover grammar and vocabulary in context and 
discussions about different perspectives on health, disease and health care for Hispanics in the U. S and in the Spanish-
speaking countries.  
 
***This course is taught entirely in Spanish *** 
Pre-requisite: Spanish 0020 or Spanish 0025 with a minimum grade of C. 
 
Required Texts and Materials:  
Giralt, Alicia. (2012) Español médico y sociedad. Boca Raton: Universal Publishers.  ISBN: 978-1-61233-113-3 
 
Assessment Components: Evaluation procedures will be representative of the type of instruction, content and practice 
offered in this course. The assessment components for this course are: 
 
Participation and class preparation               10% 
Homework (short writing assignments)       10% 
Quizzes         20% 
Chapter presentation/discussion              5% 
Project 1        10% 
Project 2        10% 
Project 3        15% 
Research essay and presentation       20% 
 
NOTE: No extra credit is available for this course. No exceptions will be made.  
 
Participation and class preparation (10%): 
This course requires active classroom participation as well as out-of-class preparation. Attendance is mandatory. With the 
exception of absences due to officially documented university-related activities, university-recognized religious 
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observances, or serious illness, you are permitted to miss two classes. After the second absence, each absence will deduct 
one point from your final grade. So, if your final grade is an 87% and you missed class five times, your final grade will be 
84%. Arriving late or leaving early (10 minutes or more) will result in half an absence for the day.  
 
In case of documented absences, you have two class periods from the day you returned to class to submit to your instructor 
the original document excusing the absence. If you fail to present the appropriate documentation to justify an absence 
within two class periods from the day you returned to class, your absence will not be justified.  
 
If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to check the syllabus and Courseweb for the class preparation assignment 
or an assignment that will be collected for credit. Absence from class is not a valid excuse for the late submission of work. 
Assignments must be turned in on time. Do not leave an assignment in the instructor’s mailbox unless you have been 
specifically instructed to do so or it will be your responsibility if the assignment is misplaced or lost. If an assignment is due 
on a date in which you must be absent from class, you need to email the assignment by the time the class meets on the 
due date and bring a hard copy to the next class.  
 
Do not make any travel plans without checking your syllabus. Preexisting travel plans will not be considered a reasonable 
cause for missing class, assignments, exams, and/or to schedule a makeup exam.    
 
You will receive a total of three participation grades on the dates indicated in the course calendar. In order to receive a 
participation grade, you need to hand in the Class Participation form (see the Información del curso section of Blackboard). 
It is your responsibility to fill out this form and give it to your instructor on the dates indicated in the syllabus. Do not assume 
that you will get the same score every assessment period. Your instructor has the right to modify your self-evaluation and 
grade you differently. The reasons of his/her decision will be explained in the comments. Always take the comments 
seriously and use them not only as a way to improve your participation grade but also as a guide to boost your overall 
performance in the class. 
 
Throughout the course, there will be homework and readings assigned for each class period by your professor from the 
textbook or additional materials distributed to the class. These assignments will be posted on Blackboard (see the Tareas 
section in our course site). You are responsible for checking Blackboard to know what you need to do to prepare for the 
next class. These assignments must be done in writing in your notebook.  
 
Coming to class prepared enables you to participate and fully benefit from the class. Students are expected to actively 
engage with course materials and classroom discussions. 
 
Homework (short writing assignments) (10%) 
A number of short writing tasks (including discussion board contributions) will be turned in for credit throughout the 
semester in order to give you more opportunities to practice terminology and communicative strategies specific to the field. 
The daily homework assignments posted in the Tareas folder in Blackboard will specify when a part of the assignment will 
be collected in class.  
 
Again, absence from class is not a valid excuse for the late submission of work. Assignments must be turned in on time. If 
an assignment is due on a date in which you must be absent from class, you need to email the assignment by the time the 
class meets on the due date and bring a hard copy to the next class. Otherwise the following late work policy will apply: 
1 day late: -10 points, 2 days late: -15 points, 3 days late: -20 points, 4 days late: -25 points, 5 days or more: not accepted 
(deductions based on an assignment graded on 100 max. points). 
 
Quizzes (20%) 
There will be eight quizzes dealing with the chapters and other content covered in the course. These quizzes will focus on 
the vocabulary, communicative strategies and cultural topics covered.  
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Chapter topic presentation/discussion (5%) 
Students will do a presentation on one of the topics of the course individually or in pairs. The presentation has two parts 
and will last approximately 10 minutes: First, presenting an overview of the topic and then leading the class through practice, 
discussion, and activities. The details for this assignment will be posted in Courseweb. 
 
Project 1: Why is Spanish important to the Health Professions? (10%): 
This assignment has two components: (1) an interview, formal or informal, with either a health professional (doctor, nurse, 
specialist, professor of the health sciences, pharmacist etc.) who has dealt directly and professionally with the Hispanic 
population; or with a person of Hispanic background who has been a patient in the US Health system. (2) a 3-4 page 
reflection piece on the importance of Spanish to the Health Professions in the United States and the interaction of the 
Hispanic population with health professionals in the Pittsburgh area, based on the information gathered in your interview. 
You can work individually or in pairs to prepare and conduct the interview but the reflection essay must be written 
individually. You must record the interview and submit it as instructed. Your professor will give your further directions for 
this project.  
 
Project 2: Health Campaign (10%): 
In this project, you need to promote a “Health Campaign” on a topic of your choice (e.g. “Flu Season”; “STD prevention”; 
“Planned Parenting”, etc.). This Campaign will include a number of elements: an introduction and press release 
accompanied by either a pamphlet, campaign on a social network, on the radio, on tv, or an informative poster. You have 
to create your campaign, the slogan, the informative text, which will include basic information, risks, remedies, etc. Your 
professor will give your further instructions on the format of this project.  
 
Project 3: Community engagement project (15%): 
It is a good idea to start working on this as early as possible in the semester. First, you must research what kind of 
medical resources and services exist for the Hispanic community in Pittsburgh. Once you have found something of interest, 
first notify the professor about your idea and then make arrangements to visit the facility. Some examples of how you can 
get a hands-on impression could be by volunteering, sitting in on a workshop geared towards the Hispanic population, 
observing (“shadowing”) physician-patient interactions with Spanish Speaking patients, if permitted, to mention some 
possibilities. You must provide proof that you actually visited the place and attended an event or volunteered some time 
there. Secondly, you will write up a report (min. 3 pages) on your experience. Your professor will give your further 
instructions on the format of this project.  
 
The projects must be submitted to Turnitin.com by 6:00 p.m. on the day indicated in the syllabus. You must also bring a 
hard copy to class.  
 
Research Essay and Presentation (20%) 
Students can work individually or in pairs.  I t  can be written on any topic that the student(s) may wish to research 
and write about in relation to health and health care issues in Latin America, Spain or among the Hispanic population in 
the U.S subject to instructor’s approval.  
There will be some steps leading to the completion of this project: submitting an abstract, two annotated bibliographies, 
an outline and introduction. The dates for each step are indicated in the syllabus. I will give you feedback in these 
preliminary steps. You are welcome to take an appointment with me to discuss the project at the initial stages. The 
final paper should be minimum 5 pages long (not including works cited) if  working individually.  
At the end of the semester, you will present your final paper in class (at this point, you should have a draft of your essay). 
This should help you make useful final revisions to the essay, and allow you share the new insights you have gained with 
your fellow classmates. Each presenter will have about 8 minutes, of which he/she should plan to reserve two minutes 
for a friendly Q&A. If you are working with a partner, the presentation wil l be longer. 
 
The final essay must be submitted to Turnitin.com and hard copy on the date and time indicated in the syllabus.  
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Regarding the group you choose to work with for the projects/presentations/research essay, you need to change partners 
over the course of the semester.  
 
Grading scale:  
A+ 98%  B+ 87%   C+ 77%    D+  67% 
A   93%  B   83%   C   73%   D    63% 
A-  90%  B-  80%   C-  70%   D-   60% 
 
Attention: The University requires that students maintain an average of ‘C’ in the courses that count toward the 
Spanish major or minor. 
 
Other Grades: 
W Grades:  Students who wish to withdraw from an undergraduate A&S course without penalty or credit must complete 
a Monitored Withdrawal form. These forms are available in the A&S-US Associate Dean's Office, 140 Thackeray 
Hall.  Freshmen are required to talk with an advisor or assistant dean before they withdraw from any of their courses. W 
grades for students who have officially withdrawn will be automatically entered on the grade roster at the end of the term. 
Only a student may request a W grade. 
S/NC Grade option: Under this option, a student who does satisfactory work (a grade of C or better) in a course receives 
the grade of S. If the student's work is not satisfactory (a grade of C- or lower), the grade of NC (for no credit) is given. 
Courses for which S grades are earned are counted toward graduation but are not computed in the GPA. Courses for 
which NC grades are earned are not counted toward graduation because the NC designates that no credit was earned. In 
order to take a class with the S/NC grade option, a student must have selected the S/NC option, by completing a Grade 
Option/Audit Request form in the associate dean's office, 140 Thackeray Hall. 
G Grades:  G grades should be given only when students who have been attending a course regularly and have been 
making regular progress are prevented by extenuating circumstances beyond their control from completing a small part of 
the course. A&S requires that G grades be completed within the next term (or, in the case of students who are not in 
attendance the following term, within one year). G grades are granted only when there is a legitimate, extenuating reason 
for not completing a very small part the course work. 
 
The Spanish Writing Center (1302B, Cathedral of Learning): 
The instructors at the Writing Center are available for grammar-related questions, to practice conversation, etc. At the 
beginning of the semester, updated hours for the Writing Center will be posted in Blackboard. The business hours of the 
Writing Center are also posted on the door of the Center. 
 
Academic Integrity Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism:  
Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of violating the University of Pittsburgh Policy on Academic 
Integrity, from the February 1974 Senate Committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom reported to the Senate Council, 
will be required to participate in the outlined procedural process as initiated by the instructor. A minimum sanction of a zero 
score for the quiz or exam will be imposed. To allow someone else to pass your written work as his/her own is another 
form of the same crime, punishable in the same way. In addition, students submitting their own work complete or partially 
from previous classes will be asked to resubmit another original work, and this new submitted document will be graded 
over 83% (B). 
 
The use of artificial or human translators for your work is strictly prohibited! Students using either computer or human 
translators for their compositions or homework will automatically receive an F for the papers in question. 
 
Disability Resources and Services:  
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both 
your instructor and the Office of Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890/412-228-5347 
(for P3 ASL users), or drsrecep@pitt.edu, as early as possible in the term. Disability Resources and Services will verify 
your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.  
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The E-mail Communication Policy:  
Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon admittance. This e-mail address may be 
used by the University for official communication with students. Students are expected to read e-mail sent to this account 
at least once a day during the week (between Monday and Friday). Failure to read and react to University communications 
in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and complying with the content of the communications. The 
University provides an e-mail forwarding service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service providers (e.g., 
Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their pitt.edu address to another address do so 
at their own risk. If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student from responding to official 
communications sent to their University e-mail address. To forward e-mail sent to your University account, go to 
http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your account, click on Edit Forwarding Addresses, and follow the instructions on the page. 
Be sure to log out of your account when you have finished. (For the full E-mail Communication Policy, go to 
www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.)  
 
Turnitin:  
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com for textual similarity review 
for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference 
database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of Turnitin.com page service is subject to the 
Usage Policy and Privacy Pledge posted on the Turnitin.com site. 
 
Other Important Class Policies: 
 Any behavior considered disruptive or that does not contribute positively to the learning environment of the 

classroom will be sanctioned as stated in the Student Code of Conduct.   
 All cellular phones must be turned off during class time.  
 No food is allowed in the classroom. 

 
IMPORTANT: This syllabus is accurate and complete. However, the instructor reserves the right to make adjustments, if 
the situation so requires.  

 
General Education Requirement Goals: This course fulfills one or more general education requirements: 

C. Language. A Sequence of Two Courses in a Second Language. 
All students are required to complete with a grade of C- or better two terms of university-level study in a second 
language other than English. Exemptions will be granted to students who can demonstrate elementary proficiency in a 
second language through one of the following: 

1. Having completed three years of high school study of a second language with a grade of B or better in each 
course;  

2. Passing a special proficiency examination;  
3. Transferring credits for two terms or more of approved university-level instruction in a second language with 

grades of C or better;  
4. Having a native language other than English.   

 
¡BIENVENIDOS AL CURSO! 

http://accounts.pitt.edu/
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CALENDARIO DEL CURSO 
 

FECHA TEMARIO DEL DÍA  PARA ENTREGAR 
SEMANA 1 
8 de enero Introducción al curso  
10 de enero Capítulo preliminar: Introducción a temas de salud  
SEMANA 2 
15 de enero Capítulo preliminar: Introducción a temas de salud  
17 de enero Capítulo 1: El sistema digestivo --El tracto intestinal  
Viernes, 18 de enero: add/drop period ends. 
SEMANA 3 
22 de enero  Capítulo 1: El sistema digestivo --El tracto intestinal  
24 de enero Capítulo 2: El sistema digestivo --Los dientes y la boca 

QUIZ 1 
 

Viernes, 25 de enero: extended drop period ends 
SEMANA 4 
29 de enero Capítulo 2: El sistema digestivo --Los dientes y la boca  
31 de enero Capítulo 3: El sistema sensorial –Los ojos y la vista 

Comienzan las presentaciones de los estudiantes  
Participation 1 

SEMANA 5 
5 de febrero Capítulo 3: El sistema sensorial –Los ojos y la vista Project 1: hard copy in class and 

submitted to turnitin.com 
7 de febrero Capítulo 4: El aparato respiratorio 

QUIZ 2 
 

SEMANA 6 
12 de febrero Capítulo 4: El aparato respiratorio  
14 de febrero Capítulo 5: El aparato locomotor 

QUIZ 3 
 

SEMANA 7 
19 de febrero Capítulo 5: El aparato locomotor  
21 de febrero Capítulo 6: El sistema nervioso 

QUIZ 4 
 

SEMANA 8 
26 de febrero Charla con el Dr. Soudi Project 2: hard copy in class and 

submitted to turnitin.com 
28 de febrero Capítulo 6: El sistema nervioso   
SEMANA 9 
5 de marzo Capítulo 7: El sistema sensorial –El oído 

QUIZ 5 
Research essay topic and 
abstract:  hard copy in c lass and 
submitted to turni t in.com 

7 de marzo Capítulo 8: El sistema integumentario Participation 2 
Viernes, 8 de marzo: Fall Term Deadline for students to submit Monitored Withdrawal forms to the Dean’s office. 
 
12-14 de marzo Spring Break –no class  
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SEMANA 10 
19 de marzo Capítulo 8: El sistema integumentario Research paper: annotated 

bibliography 1 
21 de marzo Sistemas de salud en el mundo hispano   
SEMANA 11 
26 de marzo Capítulo 9: El sistema cardiovascular 

QUIZ 6 
Research paper: annotated 
bibliography 2 

28 de marzo Capítulo 9: El sistema cardiovascular  
SEMANA 12 
2 de abril Capítulo 10: El sistema endocrino 

QUIZ 7 
Project 3: hard copy in class and 
submitted to turnitin.com 

4 de abril Capítulo 10: El sistema endocrino  
SEMANA 13 
9 de abril Capítulo 11: El sistema reproductor femenino 

 
Research paper: introduction and 
outline 

11 de abril Capítulo 11: El sistema reproductor femenino 
QUIZ 8 

 

SEMANA 14 
16 de abril Research essay presentations and feedback 

sessions 
 

18 de abril Research essay presentations and feedback 
sessions 

Participation 3 

SEMANA 15 
23 de abril Research essay presentations and feedback 

sessions 
You can turn in your research 
essays early. 

25 de abril Deadline to hand in the Research Essay. Put a hard copy of the essay in my mailbox at the 
department (CL1309) and submit the document on turnitin.com, BOTH BY NOON. 

 


