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SPANISH 1280 
Overview of Latin American Literatures 

University of Pittsburgh 
Department of Hispanic Languages and Literatures 

Spring 2019 
 
Dolores Lima         Class: TTh 1:00 to 2:15pm 
Email: dlima@pitt.edu       Class Room: CL 151 
Office: CL 1317-C         
Office hours: Tuesdays from 12:00 to 1:00, Thursdays from 2:15 to 3:00 and by appointment 
 
Course description:   
This course serves as an introduction to Latin American literatures through texts of varied lengh from 
different time periods and genres. Designed to prepare Spanish majors and minors for advanced literature 
seminars, the course aims to introduce students to some of the major themes and debates about Latin 
American literatures. Latin America is a complex region full of contrasts. Its population is both ratially nd 
culturally heterogeneous. Its many countries share some common cultural roots and political origins, but 
also have distinct national histories that produce different literary traditions. We will study both the 
common as well as the specific features of Latin American literatures, paying particular attention to the 
nature of the contrasts and the challenges that are posed to its study. The structure of this course is primary 
chronological but also thematic. We will start looking at the Pre-hispanic and Colonial period and its 
legacies, and we will end with the challenges that Latin American literatures offer today, as we enter into 
global production of culture. 
 
The course will be entirely conducted in Spanish. Lecture will be combined with whole class discussions, 
oral presentations and group work.  Students are required to complete the assigned readings in advance 
and come to class prepared to participate actively. Effective participation is only possible if readings are 
done in advance. 
 
Pre-requisite: Span 0055 
 
Learning outcomes: 

• To gain critical understanding of the main debates and problems of Latin American literature 
• To gain familiarity with the language of literary criticism 
• To be able to produce an original and critical essay on one of the topics discussed in class 

 
Required Texts and Materials: in BB (courseweb) 
 
 
Assessment Components: Evaluation procedures will be representative of the type of instruction, content 
and practice offered in this course. The assessment components for this course are: 
 
Participation, class preparation, quizzes            20% 
Written Exams           20% 
Oral presentations             20% 
Individual Blog          20% 
Final Paper          20% 
 
***Attention: no extra credit is available for this course. No exceptions will be made. *** 
 

mailto:dlima@pitt.edu
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Participation, class preparation and quizzes 
This course requires active classroom participation as well as out-of-class preparation. Attendance is 
mandatory. Class participation constitutes a substantial part of your final grade. With the exception of 
absences due to officially documented university-related activities, university-recognized religious 
observances, or serious illness, you are permitted to miss two classes. After the second absence, each 
absence will deduct 1 percent (1%) from your final grade. In case of documented absences, you have 
two class periods from the day you returned to class to submit to your instructor the original document 
excusing the absence. If you fail to present the appropriate documentation to justify an absence within two 
class periods from the day you returned to class, your absence will not be justified. Arriving late and leaving 
early will affect your participation grade.  
 
Absence from class is not an excuse for the late submission of work. Assignments must be turned in 
on time or they will not be accepted. Do not leave an assignment in the instructor’s mailbox or anywhere 
else unless you have been specifically instructed to do so or it will be your responsibility if the 
aforementioned assignment is misplaced or lost. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to check 
the syllabus and/or CourseWeb for missed assignments. Do not make any travel plans without checking 
your syllabus. Preexisting travel plans will not be considered a reasonable cause for missing class, 
assignments, exams, and/or to schedule a make up exam.    
 
Quizzes will evaluate your reading comprehension and preparation for classes. Most of these quizzes will 
be unannounced, so you should always be ready and prepared. Other times, you will be invited to reflect 
critically on certain topics, issues, or practices utilizing new expressions and vocabulary. 
 
Exams: 
Your reading comprehension, critical thinking and ability to express your ideas in Spanish will be 
evaluated twice during the semester by written exams. The first part of the exam will be conducted 
during class time and the second part will be a take-home exam. Dates on exams are noted on the 
calendar 
 
Oral presentations: 
You will be responsible for presenting an assigned reading on the calendar and leading the class 
discussion. The presentation should 1) give a brief background and context of the reading and 2) present 
your particular reading of the text based on quotes from the reading. Lastly, you should 3) bring up 
points that you find interesting or particularly important and explain why.  Be precise and not too 
general; focus on one or two particular elements of the work and address them with detail. 
By January 19th, you should have signed up for a reading assigned on the calendar. Your presentation 
should last between 10-15 minutes. Be careful not to exceed the fifteen minutes. If you have any 
questions on how to prepare for this presentation, do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Individual Blog: Every two or three weeks, you will write or record an entry into an individual blog to 
express a reflection regarding some of the topics we discussed in class, explore personal interests and 
different text types.  Entries must be submitted on the days indicated in the syllabus. Blogs will be also an 
opportunity to share and learn about your classmates thoughts and perspectives. 
 
Final Paper: 
You will write an eight to ten pages long essay based on one of the topics discussed in class. This is a 
writing assignment that should be considered as a process involving several steps: abstract, first draft, 
oral presentation in class, and final version.   
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Remember: 
*No late ass ignments  will  be accepted. No exceptions .  
*Travel  arrangements are not an excuse to hand in a late assignme nt. 
*24/7 grade policy: If you have an issue or question about your grade, contact me 24 hours after you have 
received the grade so we can discuss in office hours or email. After 7 days I will not be able to discuss or 
modify your grade.  
 
Grading scale:  
A+ 98%  B+ 87%  C+ 77%   D+ 67% 
A   93%  B   83% C   73%  D    63% 
A- 90%  B- 80%  C- 70%  D-   60% 
***Attention: The University requires that students maintain an average of “C“ in the courses that count 
toward the Spanish major or minor.*** 
 
The Spanish Writing Center (1302B, Cathedral of Learning): 
The instructors at the Writing Center are available for grammar-related questions, to practice conversation, etc. 
Check the walk-in hours here:  
https://www.hispanic.pitt.edu/undergraduate/spanish/spanishportuguese-writing-center 
 
Academic Integrity Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism:  
Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of violating the University of Pittsburgh Policy on 
Academic Integrity, from the February 1974 Senate Committee on Tenure and Academic Freedom reported to the 
Senate Council, will be required to participate in the outlined procedural process as initiated by the instructor. A 
minimum sanction of a zero score for the quiz or exam will be imposed. To allow someone else to pass your written 
work as his/her own is another form of the same crime, punishable in the same way. In addition, students submitting 
their own work complete or partially from previous classes will be asked to resubmit another original work, and this 
new submitted document will be graded over 83% (B). 
The use of artificial or human translators for your work is strictly prohibited! Students using either computer or 
human translators for their compositions or homework will automatically receive an F for the papers in question. 
 
Disability Resources and Services:  
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact 
both your instructor and the Office of Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890/412-
228-5347 (for P3 ASL users), or drsrecep@pitt.edu, as early as possible in the term. Disability Resources and Services 
will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.  
 
The E-mail Communication Policy:  
Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon admittance. This e-mail address may 
be used by the University for official communication with students. Students are expected to read e-mail sent to this 
account at least once a day during the week (between Monday and Friday). Failure to read and react to University 
communications in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and complying with the content of 
the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding service that allows students to read their e-mail 
via other service providers (e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their 
pitt.edu address to another address do so at their own risk. If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it does not 
absolve the student from responding to official communications sent to their University e-mail address. To forward 
e-mail sent to your University account, go to http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your account, click on Edit Forwarding 
Addresses, and follow the instructions on the page. Be sure to log out of your account when you have finished. (For 
the full E-mail Communication Policy, go to www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.)  

 
 
IMPORTANT: This syllabus is accurate and complete. However, the instructor reserves the right to make 
adjustments, if the situation so requires.  
 

 

mailto:drsrecep@pitt.edu
http://accounts.pitt.edu/
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html
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Calendario del Curso -  Spring 2019 
 

FECHA TEMARIO DEL DÍA  
(REVISAR EN CASA ANTES DE CLASE) 

PARA ENTREGAR  

Semana 1: VOCES DE LAS CULTURAS AMERICANAS ORIGINARIA 
Martes 8 de enero 
 

Introducción al curso.  
Latinoamérica en mapas e historia del nombre. 
 

 

Jueves 10 de enero Textos maya, Popol Vuh 
 

 

Domingo 13 de enero  Blog 1 
Semana 2: LOS DISCURSOS DE LA CONQUISTA 
Martes 15 de enero 
 

Cristóbal Colón, Diario de a bordo 
 

 

Jueves 17 de enero Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, Naufragios y comentarios  
 

 

Semana 3: LOS DISCURSOS DE LA CONQUISTA 
Martes 22 de enero Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, Brevísima relación de la destrucción de las 

Indias 
 

Jueves 24 de enero Felipe Guamán Poma de Ayala, Nueva crónica y buen gobierno  
Semana 4: LA COLONIA Y EL BARROCO 
Martes 29 de enero Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Selección. 

 
 

Jueves 31 de enero Discusión película Yo, la peor de todas. Dir. Maria Luisa Bemberg 
(1990) 

 

Domingo 3 de febrero  Blog 2 
Semana 5:  LAS NUEVAS NACIONES 
Martes 5 de febrero Examen 1 

 
 

Jueves 7 de febrero Andrés Bello, “Autonomía cultural de América”  
Semana 6: LAS NUEVAS NACIONES 
Martes 12 de febrero 
 

Simón Bolívar, Carta de Jamaica 
 

 

Jueves 14 de febrero Esteban Echeverría, “El Matadero”  
Semana 7: EL MODERNISMO 
Martes 19 de febrero 
 

Jose Martí, “Nuestra América” y selección poemas 
 

Lectura recomendada:  Montaldo, Graciela y Nelson O. Tejeda . “El 
modernismo en Hispanoamérica.”  

 

Jueves 21 de febrero Ruben Darío, Selección  
 

 

Domingo 24 de febrero  Blog 3 
Semana 8: Rupturas 
Martes 26 de febrero César Vallejo, Selección   

  
 

Jueves 28 de febrero Nicolas Guillén, Selección  

 Spring Break: no classes lunes 4 de marzo – viernes 8 de marzo, 2019. 
Semana 9: Rupturas 
Martes 12 de marzo José Carlos Mariátegui  
Jueves 14 de marzo 
 

Examen 2    
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Domingo 17 de marzo  Blog 4 
Semana 10:  Violencias 
Martes 19 de marzo Roberto Arlt, Selección de Aguafuertes porteñas 

 
 

Jueves 21 de marzo Nelly Campobello, selección Cartucho 
 

Entrega abstracts 
trabajos finales 

Semana 11: Historia, ficción y mito 
Martes 26 de marzo Jorge Luis Borges, Selección 

 
 

Jueves 28 de marzo Gabriel García Márquez, Selección  
 

 

Domingo 31 de marzo  Blog 5 
Semana 12: Resistencias y disidencias 
Martes 2 de abril Rodolfo Walsh, selección  

 
 

Jueves 4 de abril Clarice Lispector, Selección  
Semana 13: Resistencias y disidencias 
Martes 9 de abril Reinaldo Arenas. Antes de que anochezca, selección. 

 
Entrega borrador 
trabajo final 

Jueves 11 de abril   
Película Before the night falls  

 

Domingo 14 de abril  Blog 6 
Semana 14:  Resistencias y disidencias 

Martes 16 de abril Mariana Enriquez, selección 
 

 

Jueves 17 de abril Presentaciones propuestas trabajos finales 
 

 

Final Essay:  Entrega version final del trabajo final: TBA en mi oficina, CL 1317-C  
 


