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SPANISH 0015 
University of Pittsburgh 

Department of Hispanic Languages and Literatures 
SPRING 2019 

 
Overview   
¡Bienvenidos to Spanish 0015! This is a condensed version of the first two courses of the Spanish 
Language Program at University of Pittsburgh, and it has been designed for students of Spanish as a 
Second Language who have previously studied Spanish for at least two years. 
 
Placement and Pre-requisite 
One of the following applies: 
• You have taken 1 (one) or 2 (two) year(s) of Spanish in high school. Less than one year has passed since 

the last Spanish class you took in high school (in other words, you took a Spanish class in high school 
last fall or spring)  

• You have taken 3 (three) or more years of Spanish in high school, but your last class was more than 
one year ago.  

• You have taken the placement test (online and interview components) and have been placed into 
Spanish 0015. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
1. Students who will enter Spanish 0015 will have the ability to provide personal information and 

express immediate needs. In addition, they will be able to respond to simple direct questions and 
request information. During the course of the semester, they will learn how to produce short 
sentences using different tenses and moods to be able to widen the quantity and quality of 
information that they can provide about themselves. Students will build on their previously 
developed knowledge of cultures of the Spanish-speaking world and its people. 

2. By the end of the semester, students in Spanish 0015 will develop competence in the four skills 
(reading, writing, speaking, and listening) so that they can sustain concrete exchanges on predictable 
topics necessary for surviving in the target culture. In addition, they will be able to express personal 
meaning and discuss information related to self and family, daily activity, and immediate needs, but 
also personal preferences.  

 
Your role 
Much of the responsibility for learning a language falls on you, the student. To derive the utmost benefit 
from this class, daily attendance is essential. We invite you to take advantage of the possibility of 
practicing the language in class. Attendance to each session is required. You are expected to come to 
class well prepared and ready to participate. This means to study the “temario del día” before each class 
and to hand in on time what is indicated in the section “para entregar” (third column of the calendar), 
in addition to any assignment that your instructor might require you to complete.  
 
Required Texts and Materials  
Patti J. Marinelli, Lizette Mujica Laughlin. Puentes: Spanish for Intensive and High-Beginner Courses, Boston, 
MA: Thomson Heinle, (2014) 6th edition.  
[The package contains: Textbook and access code for the electronic Workbook and Lab Manual iLrn] 
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Students can decide whether to buy the package in the Pitt bookstore, which comes with a physical copy 
of the textbook and the code with the access to “iLRN” or to buy the book online using this link  
http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/9781133958789 
Students are responsible to bring their textbook to class every day, either as a hard copy or with the 
adequate technology to read an ebook.   
 
To sum up, there are three options: 
1. Book in hardcopy version with iLrn Puentes Heinle Learning Center Printed Access Card. (ISBN 978-
128504709-6)  
2. Book in loose-leaf edition version with iLrn Puentes Heinle Learning Center Printed Access Card. 
(ISBN 978-1285-720-739)  
3. E-book and iLrn Puentes Heinle Learning Center Printed Access Card. (ISBN 1133953042) 
 
Your instructor is available to answer questions or doubts that may arise from the online exercises. 
However, it is your responsibility to set up the online companion portion of the textbook.  Remember 
that your instructor does not have control, administrative access, or ability to set up the website for you. 
If you have questions or doubts about the technology, the fastest and more efficient way to receive help 
is to contact tech support. 
 
Resources for the Class  
• Spanish Club: the Spanish Club provides many opportunities for native and heritage Spanish 

speakers, students learning Spanish, or those interested in the language and cultures.  Some of the 
events that the Spanish Club sponsors are: Mesas de Conversación/Conversation Tables, Movie 
Nights/Noche de Cine, etc. 

• Mesas de Conversación with the Spanish Club will be held on the following dates and places: 
Tuesdays from 7-8pm at the William Pitt Union 
Wednesdays from 7-8pm at the William Pitt Union  
(Room location changes every week) 
For more information, please check www.facebook.com/groups/pittspanishclub or contact the 
Spanish Club at pittspanishclub@gmail.com. 

• Robert Henderson Language Media Center: the RHLMC “supports the use of technology to enhance 
language learning. We are dedicated to serving the entire community of language learners at the 
University of Pittsburgh.”  In: G-17 Cathedral of Learning, http://www.polyglot.pitt.edu 

• The Spanish Writing Center (1302B, Cathedral of Learning): The instructors at the Writing Center are 
available for grammar or writing related questions. At the beginning of the semester, your instructor 
will post the hours of the Center in Blackboard. The business hours of the Writing Center are also 
posted on the door of the Center. 

 
***This course is taught entirely in Spanish *** 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Assessment Components: Testing procedures will be representative of the type of instruction, content 
and practice offered in this course. The assessment components for this course are: 
 
Participation and classwork   10% 

http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/9781133958789
http://www.facebook.com/groups/pittspanishclub
mailto:pittspanishclub@gmail.com
http://www.polyglot.pitt.edu/
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Online Homework  10% 
Compositions (4)        20% 
Oral exams (2)  15% 
Written Exams (2)   20% 
Quizzes   10% 
Final Exam  15%  
 
***Attention: no extra credit is available for this course under any circumstances***  
 
Participation and classwork (10%): 
This course requires active classroom participation as well as out-of-class preparation. Participation takes 
into account your willingness to participate in class, your cooperation and positive impact in your group 
and pair work, your respect and attitude toward your peers and instructor, your use of Spanish, and your 
ability to complete activities and tasks in class. To be successful, your instructor expects that you come to 
class prepared in order to be able to complete different types of learning activities. Note that your 
instructor may assign extra homework or give you unannounced short quizzes on the assigned material 
for the day to assess your preparation for class.  
In order to reflect on your own participation in class, you will be asked to complete a Self-Evaluation 
Form for Class Participation (included in this syllabus). At the same time, your instructor will assign you 
a participation grade based on the criteria on the Self-Evaluation Form.  He/she might add comments 
and suggestions on how to improve your participation in class.  
Remember that your active involvement is essential to your success this class. Simply coming to class is 
not enough. 
 
Online Homework (10%): 
Throughout the course, there will be on-line daily homework assigned by your instructor. Homework is a 
great opportunity to prepare for class and to reinforce the learning of the content studied in class. It also 
helps you to monitor your own progress in learning Spanish. There will be several homework grades, one 
for each chapter. The final due date for all the activities assigned in a chapter is in the calendar. Your 
instructor might ask you to do the activities before class as class preparation.  
Please note that the instructor may or may not accept late assignments. Your instructor will explain 
his/her specific expectations regarding homework.  Doing the homework in the correct manner and on 
time does make a big difference in your grade. 
 
Oral exams (15%): 
There will be two oral exams: an interview/dialogue and an oral presentation. 
1. Oral exam 1: Interview/role-play. : 
Your will take the oral exam together with a partner and it will last around 5-6 minutes. The exams will 
be administered during regular class time on the dates noted in the calendar. Your instructor will assign 
a slot for you and your partner.  Please be there at least ten minutes before your assigned time. 
During the exam, your instructor will first ask each of you a number of individual questions, and then he 
or she will ask you to complete a role-play situation with your partner. Each student will be graded 
individually according to the Grading Criteria to Evaluate Oral exams (included in this syllabus). 
You will not be allowed to use any books or notes during the exam. Please speak with your instructor 
before the day of the exam for further clarification, if needed. To prepare for the oral exam, you will be 
given in advance a list of possible interview questions and role-play situations. 

 



Page 4 of 17 

 
 

2. Oral exam 2: Oral presentation:   
In groups of three or four students, you will give an oral presentation in Spanish in class. The 
presentation will have an emphasis on a cultural topic.  Your instructor will provide you with specific 
instructions regarding topics and possible formats for the presentation. The presentation must be given 
on the assigned day on the calendar and you will not be permitted to read.  Each student will be graded 
individually according to the Grading Criteria to Evaluate Oral exams (included in this syllabus). 
 
Compositions (20%): 
You will write four (4) compositions of 100-150 words each. The topic of each composition will reflect 
the topics, the vocabulary and the grammar covered in this class. Your instructor will provide you with 
topics and specific requirements for each composition.  
 
The first composition will be done in class. The other three will be home assignments. For each of those 
compositions you will write two drafts. In the first draft, your instructor will give comments and 
suggestion on how to improve the content and organization of your first draft. Your instructor will also 
point out grammar and vocabulary errors using Symbols to correct the first draft of the composition 
(included at the end of this syllabus). The second draft focuses on the process of rewriting and correcting 
the previous draft by following the feedback provided by your instructor in the first draft. If you don’t 
know how to proceed about a specific portion of the rewriting, instead of eliminating it, you should ask 
your instructor or go to the writing center.  
 
Refer to the section of “Academic Integrity Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism” when writing your 
compositions. Also note that students must not receive help from native or advanced Spanish speakers 
to edit your work, use online translators, download texts from Internet, or get assistance from tutors 
except from your instructor or instructors from the Writing Center. If you don´t comply with these 
rules, you will receive an F for the writing assignment in question. 
 
The compositions must be typed in Times New Roman, double spaced, 12 pt. font; in addition, they 
must have typed accents (á, é, í, ó, ú, ü, ñ), and symbols (¡!, ¿?). As reference on how to type Spanish 
accents and symbols, you can use the document How to Type Spanish Accents and Symbols on your 
Keyboard (included at the end of this syllabus).  
 
All compositions must be submitted through turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism website. The Class ID as 
well as the enrollment password to log into this website will be given to you in class. Your instructor may 
decide to grade your composition online or he/she may request that, in addition to submitting the 
composition to the website, you turn in a hard copy as well.  
The first draft will be worth 70% of the grade assigned for the composition; revisions/improvements 
shown in the second draft are worth 30%. Compositions will be evaluated following the Grading 
Criteria to Evaluate Compositions (included at the end of this syllabus). No late compositions will be 
accepted without appropriate written documentation. 
 
Written exams (20%) and Quizzes (10%): 
 
There will be several written exams during the course of this semester on the dates noted on the 
calendar. Each exam will cover material from the textbook, the homework, class activities, and 
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discussions. Your instructor will also administer several quizzes. Quizzes are not announced in the 
syllabus; make sure you follow instructors’ announcements regarding quizzes.  
In case of written exams, make-ups will be allowed in the case of documented medical conditions (a 
written excuse from a doctor or the Student Health Center). Without such documentation, you will 
receive a grade of “0” for that exam or quiz. If you know you cannot make it to a test, you MUST notify 
the instructor by e-mail in advance, and no later than the hour at which the test is scheduled. Moreover, 
you must make up the test within five days after it is given.  
 
Final exam (15%): 
 
The final exam is cumulative. Make ups will only be granted to students who have a direct conflict or 
who have more than two exams in a day (so Spanish is their third exam of the day). If you belong to one 
of these two categories and you wish to request a make-up, you must present to your instructor a copy of 
the peoplesoft print out of your final exam schedule as proof of conflict. No make ups will be granted 
without proof of conflict. Early departures or previous travel arrangements will not be accepted as valid 
cause to grant a make-up.  
 
COURSE POLICIES and RESOURCES 
 
Attendance Policy 
Because of the communicative nature of this course, it is essential to come to class regularly. Attendance 
is mandatory and will be reflected in the final grade.  With the exception of absences due to officially 
documented university-related activities, university-recognized religious observances, or serious 
illness, you are permitted to miss four (4) classes. On your fifth absence, and after each additional 
absence, you will lose one whole percentage (1%) from your final grade. So, if your final grade is an 87% 
and you missed class five times, your final grade will be 86. Arriving late and leaving early (10 minutes or 
more) will result in half an absence for the day. 
In case of documented absences, you have two class periods from the day you returned to class to submit 
to your instructor the original document excusing the absence. Exceptional cases of prolonged absences 
will be reviewed on an individual basis by your instructor and the coordinator. 
Absence from class is not an excuse for the late submission of work. Assignments must be turned in on 
time or they may not be accepted. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to check the syllabus 
and/or blackboard for missed assignments. 
Finally, do not make any travel plans without checking your syllabus. Preexisting travel plans will not be 
considered a reasonable cause for missing class, assignments, exams, and/or to schedule a make-up exam.    
 
Academic Integrity Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism:  
Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students suspected of violating the University of Pittsburgh 
Policy on Academic Integrity, from the February 1974 Senate Committee on Tenure and Academic 
Freedom reported to the Senate Council, will be required to participate in the outlined procedural 
process as initiated by the instructor. A minimum sanction of a zero score for the quiz or exam will be 
imposed. To allow someone else to pass your written work as his/her own is another form of the same 
crime, punishable in the same way. In addition, students submitting their own work complete or 
partially from previous classes will be asked to resubmit another original work, and this new submitted 
document will be graded over 83% (B). 
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The use of artificial or human translators for your work is strictly prohibited! Students using either 
computer or human translators for their compositions or homework will automatically receive an F for 
the papers in question. 
 
Grading scale:  
A+  98-100%  B+  87-89%   C+  77-79%   D+   67-69% 
A    93-97%  B    83-86%   C    73-76%  D     63-66% 
A-   90-92%  B-  80-82%   C-   70-72%  D-    60-62% 
 
***Attention: University requires that students must earn at least a “C“ or better in Spanish 0015 to 
be allowed to register for Spanish 0003*** 
 
Other Grades: 

• W Grades:  Students who wish to withdraw from an undergraduate A&S course without penalty 
or credit must complete a Monitored Withdrawal form. These forms are available in the A&S-
US Associate Dean's Office, 140 Thackeray Hall.  Freshmen are required to talk with an advisor 
or assistant dean before they withdraw from any of their courses. W grades for students who have 
officially withdrawn will be automatically entered on the grade roster at the end of the term. 
Only a student may request a W grade. 

• S/NC Grade option: Under this option, a student who does satisfactory work (a grade of C or 
better) in a course receives the grade of S. If the student's work is not satisfactory (a grade of C- or 
lower), the grade of NC (for no credit) is given. Courses for which S grades are earned are 
counted toward graduation but are not computed in the GPA. Courses for which NC grades are 
earned are not counted toward graduation because the NC designates that no credit was earned. 
In order to take a class with the S/NC grade option, a student must have selected the S/NC 
option, by completing a Grade Option/Audit Request form in the associate dean's office, 140 
Thackeray Hall. 

• G Grades:  G grades should be given only when students who have been attending a course 
regularly and have been making regular progress are prevented by extenuating circumstances 
beyond their control from completing a small part of the course. A&S requires that G grades be 
completed within the next term (or, in the case of students who are not in attendance the 
following term, within one year). G grades are granted only when there is a legitimate, 
extenuating reason for not completing a very small part the course work. 

 
Disability Resources and Services:  
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged 
to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William 
Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 or drsrecep@pitt.edu, 412-228-5347 (for P3 ASL users), as early as possible in 
the term. DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.  
 
The E-mail Communication Policy:  
Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon admittance. This e-mail 
address may be used by the University for official communication with students. Students are expected 
to read e-mail sent to this account at least every 24 hours except during the weekend. Failure to read and 
react to University communications in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and 
complying with the content of the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding 

mailto:drsrecep@pitt.edu
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service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service providers (e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). 
Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their pitt.edu address to another address do so at their 
own risk. If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student from responding to 
official communications sent to their University e-mail address. To forward e-mail sent to your 
University account, go to http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your account, click on Edit Forwarding 
Addresses, and follow the instructions on the page. Be sure to log out of your account when you have 
finished. (For the full E-mail Communication Policy, go to www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-
01.html.)  
  
Turnitin:  
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for textual 
similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included 
as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting 
plagiarism of such papers. Use of Turnitin.com page service is subject to the Usage Policy and Privacy 
Pledge posted on the Turnitin.com site. 
 
OMETs: 
The Department of Hispanic Languages & Literatures greatly values student feedback. The OMET 
online evaluations are the primary tool we use to assess instructors and evaluate courses. These 
evaluations are used to develop and improve curricular design and instructional efficacy. In addition, 
OMETs are shared with upper level administration when deciding on promotion, awards, tenure, 
etc.  We thank you for taking the time to provide thoughtful and constructive feedback.  Whether in the 
Language Media Center or in the regular classroom, OMETs will be conducted during class time towards 
the end of the semester; however, students may opt to complete the OMET online after the link 
becomes live on my.pitt.edu.  There is no penalty for students who opt not to take the OMET. 
 

❖ Some other Important Class Policies: 

✓ Any behavior considered disruptive or that does not contribute positively to the learning 
environment of the classroom will be sanctioned as stated in the Student Code of Conduct.   

✓ All cellular phones must be turned off during class time.  

✓ No food is allowed in the classroom. 
 
General Education Requirement Goals: This course fulfills one or more general education 
requirements: 
C. Language. A Sequence of Two Courses in a Second Language. 
 All students are required to complete with a grade of C- or better two terms of university-level study in a 
second language other than English. Exemptions will be granted to students who can demonstrate 
elementary proficiency in a second language through one of the following: 
3. Having completed three years of high school study of a second language with a grade of B or better in 

each course; 
4. Passing a special proficiency examination; 
5. Transferring credits for two terms or more of approved university-level instruction in a second 

language with grades of C or better; 
6. Having a native language other than English.  
 

http://accounts.pitt.edu/
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html
http://my.pitt.edu/
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Final note:   
Try to resolve any problems that might arise with your instructor. If, after having done this, you feel the 
problem has not been solved, you may contact the Spanish Language Program Director.  
IMPORTANT: This syllabus is accurate and complete. However, the language coordinators/instructors 
reserve the right to make adjustments, if the situation requires to do so.  
 
 

Calendario del Curso – SPRING 2019 
 

FECHA TEMARIO DEL DÍA  
(REVISAR EN CASA ANTES DE CLASE)  

PARA ENTREGAR 

Semana 1: lunes 7 de enero - viernes 11 de enero, 2019 
Lunes 7 de enero Introducción al curso.  

Diagnostic Questionnaire. 
Capítulo Preliminar: Paso Preliminar. 
Vocabulario temático, pág. 8-9. 

 

Martes 8 de enero Vocabulario temático, pág. 2. 
Estructuras esenciales: Los sustantivos y los artículos, 
págs. 3-4. 
Vocabulario temático, pág. 5-7. 

 

Miércoles 9 de enero Capítulo 1: ¡Así somos! 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 14-15. 
Estructuras esenciales: Los pronombres personales, el 
verbo estar y los adjetivos, págs. 16-18. 

 

Jueves 10 de enero Vocabulario temático, págs. 19-20. 
Gramática: Los verbos ser, tener, ir, págs. 22-23. 

 

Viernes 11 de enero Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 25. 
Estructuras esenciales: Cómo indicar la posesión, págs. 
26-28. 

 

Semana 2: lunes 14 de enero – viernes 18 de enero, 2019 
Lunes 14 de enero Vocabulario temático, págs. 29-32. 

Gramática: El tiempo presente de los verbos regulares, 
págs. 33-35. 

 

Martes 15 de enero Paso 3: Vocabulario temático, págs. 36-38. 
Gramática: el verbo gustar, págs. 39-41. 

 

Miércoles 16 de enero Gramática: las preguntas, págs. 42-45. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Puerto Rico! págs. 46-47. 

 

Jueves 17 de enero Capítulo 2: ¡De viaje! 
A primera vista: Espíritu aventurero, págs. 54-55. 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 56-60. 

Tarea Cap. Preliminar 
y  Capítulo 1 

Viernes 18 de enero 
(Add/drop period ends) 

Taller de escritura 1: ¿Cómo se escribe una composición?  
Composición 1, primer borrador. En un laboratorio. 
You must submit this draft to turnitin.com as well. 

 

Semana 3: lunes 21 de enero – viernes 25 de enero, 2019 
Lunes 21 de enero Martin Luther King’s birthday observance.  

No classes 
 

Martes 22 de enero 
 

 Vocabulario temático, pág. 62. 
Estructuras esenciales: Planes, preferencias y 
obligaciones: Las frases verbales, págs. 63-65 
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Miércoles 23 de enero  Gramática: Los verbos con cambio en la raíz en el 
tiempo presente, págs. 66-68. 

 

Jueves 24 de enero Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 69-71. 
Vocabulario temático, págs. 72-74. 

 

Viernes 25 de enero Gramática: algunos verbos irregulares, págs. 75-77. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a México! págs.78-79. 

 

Semana 4: lunes 28 de enero – viernes 1 de febrero, 2019 
Lunes 28 de enero Taller de escritura 2: ¿Cómo se corrige una composición? 

Corregimos el segundo borrador de la primera composición. 
En un laboratorio. 
You must submit this draft to turnitin.com as well.  

Tarea Capítulo 2. 

Martes 29 de enero Repaso para el Examen 1.  
Miércoles 30 de enero Examen 1: Capítulo Preliminar, Capítulo 1 y Capítulo 2. Participación 1. 
Jueves 31 de enero Capítulo 3: Entre familia. 

A primera vista: Siempre conectados, págs. 86-87. 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 88-91. 

 

Viernes 1 de febrero Vocabulario temático, pág. 92. 
Estructuras esenciales: Los adjetivos, págs. 93-95. 

 

Semana 5: lunes 4 de febrero – viernes 8 de febrero, 2019 

Lunes 4 de febrero Gramática: Los comparativos y los superlativos, págs. 96-
98. 
Instrucciones para el Oral exam 1. 

Composición 1, 
segundo borrador. 

Martes 5 de febrero Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 100-102.  

Miércoles 6 de febrero Vocabulario temático: 104-105. 
Gramática: los verbos ser y estar, págs. 106-109. 

 

Jueves 7 de febrero Paso 3: Vocabulario temático, págs. 110-112. 
Gramática: los verbos reflexivos, págs. 113-116. 

 

Viernes 8 de febrero Vocabulario temático, págs. 117-119. 
¡Vamos a hablar!, págs. 122. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Venezuela! págs. 120-121. 

Tarea Capítulo 3. 

Semana 6: lunes 11 de febrero – viernes 15 de febrero, 2019 
Lunes 11 de febrero Capítulo 4: Buen provecho. 

A primera vista: La comida en familia, págs. 128-129. 
Composición 2, 
primer borrador. 
 

Martes 12 de febrero Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 130-132. 
Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 140-141. 

 

Miércoles 13 de febrero Gramática: los complementos directos, págs. 137-139.  
Jueves 14 de febrero Gramática: los complementos indirectos, págs. 143-145.  
Viernes 15 de febrero Gramática: dos complementos, págs. 146-147. 

Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 134-136. 
 

Semana 7: lunes 18 de febrero – viernes 22 de febrero, 2019 
Lunes 18 de febrero 
 

Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Perú! págs. 148-149. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a hablar! pág. 150. 

 

Martes 19 de febrero 
 

Capítulo 5: La vida estudiantil. 
A primera vista: Estudiantes globales, págs. 156-157. 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 158- 160, 162. 

Tarea Capítulo 4. 

Miércoles 20 de febrero Estructuras esenciales: Los verbos encantar e interesar, 
págs. 163-164. 
Vocabulario temático y Estructuras esenciales: Para 
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hablar del futuro: repaso de las expresiones verbales pág. 
165-167. 

Jueves 21 de febrero Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 168-169 
Gramática: El pretérito de los verbos regulares y de los 
verbos con cambios ortográficos, págs. 170-172 

 

Viernes 22 de febrero Taller de Producción Oral 1: Preparación y práctica 
Oral exam 1. 

 

Semana 8: lunes 25 de febrero – viernes 1 de marzo, 2019 
Lunes 25 de febrero Gramática: Los usos del pretérito y los verbos con 

cambios de raíz, págs. 173-175. 
Paso 3: Vocabulario temático, págs. 176-177. 

Composición 2, 
segundo borrador 

Martes 26 de febrero Gramática: el pretérito de los verbos irregulares, págs. 
178-180. 

Participación 2. 
 

Miércoles 27 de febrero Oral exam #1: in class  
Jueves 28 de febrero Oral exam #1: in class  
Viernes 1 de marzo Gramática: El presente, el pasado y el futuro: resumen, 

págs. 181-183. 
 

Semana 9: lunes 4 de marzo – viernes 8 de marzo, 2019 
Lunes 4 de marzo Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Argentina! págs. 184-185 

Un paso más: ¡Vamos a hablar!, págs. 186. 
 

Composición 3, 
primer borrador. 
Tarea Capítulo 5. 

Martes 5 de marzo Instrucciones para el Oral exam 2.  
Miércoles 6 de marzo Capítulo 6: De compras. 

A primera vista: La ropa habla, págs. 192-193. 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 194-195. 

 

Jueves 7 de marzo Estructuras esenciales: Más sobre los adjetivos, pág. 196-
197. 
Vocabulario temático, págs. 199-201. 

 

Viernes 8 de marzo 
(Deadline to submit Monitored 
Withdrawal forms to Dean’s 
office) 

Gramática: Otros verbos como gustar: importar, faltar, 
quedar y parecer, págs. 202-204.  
Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 205-208. 

 

Semana 10: lunes 11 de marzo – viernes 15 de marzo, 2019 - Spring break  No classes 
Lunes 11 de marzo Spring Break: no hay clases  
Martes 12 de marzo Spring Break: no hay clases  
Miércoles 13 de marzo Spring Break: no hay clases  
Jueves 14 de marzo Spring Break: no hay clases  
Viernes 15 de marzo Spring Break: no hay clases  
Semana 11: lunes 18 de marzo – viernes 22 de marzo, 2019 
Lunes 18 de marzo Estructuras esenciales: Palabras indefinidas y negativas, 

págs. 209-210. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a España! págs. 214-215. 

 

Martes 19 de marzo Gramática: por and para, págs. 211-213. 
¡Vamos a hablar! pág. 216. 

 

Miércoles 20 de marzo Repaso para el Examen 2. Tarea Capítulo 6. 
Jueves 21 de marzo Examen 2: Capítulo 5 y Capítulo 6.  
Viernes 22 de marzo 
 

Capítulo 7: ¡A divertirnos! 
Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 224-226, 227-229. 

 

Semana 12: lunes 25 de marzo – viernes 29 de marzo, 2019 
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Lunes 25 de marzo A primera vista: Pasión por las artes, págs. 222-223. 
Gramática: repaso del pretérito, págs. 230-232. 

 

Martes 26 de marzo Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 233-235. 
Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 236-240. 

Composición 3, 
segundo borrador. 

Miércoles 27 de marzo Gramática: el imperfecto de indicativo, págs. 241-244. 
Paso 3: Vocabulario temático, págs. 245-246. 

 

Jueves 28 de marzo Gramática: el imperfecto y el pretérito: el primer 
contraste, págs. 248-250. 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Costa Rica! págs. 256-257. 

 

Viernes 29 de marzo Gramática: el imperfecto y el pretérito: el segundo 
contraste, págs. 251-255. 

 

Semana 13: lunes 1 de abril –viernes 5 de abril, 2019  
Lunes 1 de abril Capítulo 8: Somos turistas.  

Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, pág. 266. 
Estructuras esenciales: el se pasivo y el se impersonal, 
págs. 267-269 

Tarea Capítulo 7. 

Martes 2 de abril Vocabulario temático, págs. 270-272. 
Gramática: los mandatos formales, págs. 273-275. 

Composición 4, 
primer borrador. 

Miércoles 3 de abril Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 276-278, 279-281.  
Jueves 4 de abril Gramática: el presente del subjuntivo, págs. 283-285.  
Viernes 5 de abril Taller de Producción Oral 2: Preparación Oral exam 2 

(Group Project) 
Un paso más: ¡Vamos a Ecuador! págs. 286-287. 

Tarea Capítulo 8. 

Semana 14: lunes 8 de abril –viernes 12 de abril, 2019 
Lunes 8 de abril Capítulo 9: ¡Así es la vida!  

Paso 1: Vocabulario temático, págs. 296-299. 
Gramática: uso del presente del subjuntivo: cómo influir 
sobre los demás, págs. 300-302 

 

Martes 9 de abril Gramática: el presente del subjuntivo: verbos con 
cambios ortográficos y verbos irregulares, pág. 303-305. 

 

Miércoles 10 de abril Paso 2: Vocabulario temático, págs. 306-308. 
Gramática: usos del subjuntivo: las emociones, págs. 
310-312. 

 

Jueves 11 de abril Gramática: El presente del subjuntivo: los verbos con 
cambios en la raíz, págs. 313-315. 

Participación 3. 

Viernes 12 de abril Gramática: Usos del presente del subjuntivo: la duda y 
la negación, págs. 322-325 

 

Semana 15: lunes 15 de abril –viernes 19 de abril, 2019 
Lunes 15 de abril Paso 3: Vocabulario temático, págs. 317-318. 

Gramática: Usos del presente de indicativo para 
expresar certeza, págs. 319-321. 

 

Martes 16 e abril  Oral exam # 2 – in class. 
 

Composición 4, 
segundo borrador 

Miércoles 17 de abril Oral exam # 2 – in class 
 

 

Jueves 18 de abril OMETs 
Repaso para el Examen Final (parte 1) 

 

Viernes 19 de abril Final exam- Listening Comprehension Section. 
Repaso para el Examen Final (parte 2) 

Tarea Capítulo 9. 

Final Exam: Thursday, April 25th 2019, time: 10am-11.50am; Room: TBA.   
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Make-up exams will have to be personally arranged with instructor upon showing adequate proof of conflicts. 
 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 
Name: ____________________________________    Date:    __________________ 
 
I.  Self-Evaluation form for class participation. Read the following questions and circle the number of points that 
best describe your performance in class:   
 

 
CRITERIA FOR CLASS PARTICIPATION 

Always or 
almost 
always:   

Often: 
 
 

Some 
times:  
 

Rarely:  
 
 

Never or 
almost 
never:  

#1. Do you participate actively in all (individual, pair, 
and group) activities and discussions?   

 
 10    9 

 
 8    7 

 
 6    5 

 
 4    3 

 
  2    0 

#2. Does your participation make a positive impact on 
getting tasks done and contribute positively to class 
discussions and activities?  

 
 10    9 

 
 8    7 

 
  6    5 

 
 4    3 

 
  2    0 

#3. Do you come on time and prepared to class? (Have 
you completed readings and/or activities assigned for 
each class, and studied for class?) 

 
 10    9 

 
 8    7 

 
  6    5 

 
 4    3 

 
  2    0 

#4. Do you have a good and respectful attitude toward 
your instructor and classmates?  Do you listen 
attentively to others?  

 
 10    9 

 
 8    7 

 
  6    5 

 
 4    3 

 
  2    0 

#5. Do you attempt to express yourself in Spanish at 
all times? 

 
 10    9 

 
 8    7 

 
  6    5 

 
 4    3 

 
  2    0 

 
II. Instructor’s evaluation for class participation (This section is to be completed by the instructor) 
Your instructor will evaluate your participation according to the criteria for class participation above and, if 
necessary, will give you suggestions on how to improve your participation. Remember: You will be evaluated three 
times during the semester. 
 
Instructor’s Evaluation: 
Criteria:                                 Possible Points: 
#1                                          10        9        8        7        6        5        4        3        2        1        0 
#2                                           10        9        8        7        6        5        4        3        2        1        0 
#3                                           10        9        8        7        6        5        4        3        2        1        0 
#4                                           10        9        8        7        6        5        4        3        2        1        0 
#5                                          10        9        8        7        6        5        4        3        2        1        0 
 
Participation Grade: Total points ______ x 2= ________ /100 
Comments: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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GRADING CRITERIA TO EVALUATE ORAL EXAM 1 
 
Name: _________________________________________    Final grade: ________/100 
 

Task completion (40 points)   
Partial completion of the task; content is somewhat adequate; basic ideas expressed but very 
little elaboration or detail; minimal or few coherent interaction with classmate and/or 
instructor. Student is often unable to answer questions on topics addressed by the curriculum; 
participation in conversation is limited to rote responses.   

0-20 

Good completion of the task; content is appropriate; ideas mostly adequately developed with 
some elaboration and detail; ideas organized and some use of cohesive devices; many 
coherent interactions with classmate and/or instructor.  Student is able to answer some 
questions on topics addressed by the curriculum; can participate mainly as respondent in 
sustained conversation. 

21-30 

Superior completion of task; content is rich; ideas developed with elaboration and detail and 
presented in an organized way; use of cohesive devices to link ideas; full coherent interaction 
with classmate and/or instructor.   Student answers questions on a limited range of topics as 
specified by the curriculum; can participate in sustained conversation over multiple turns.   

31-40 

Comprehensibility of message (20 points)   
Content not fully comprehensible; requiring frequent interpretation; pronunciation and choppy 
speech may frequently interfere with communication. 

0-6 

Content mostly comprehensible, requiring minimal interpretation, pronunciation and speech 
rate barely interfere with communication.  

7-13 

Content readily comprehensible, requiring no interpretation, pronunciation and speech rate 
enhance communication. 

14-20 

Vocabulary (20 points)  
Use of curricular vocabulary is limited to the most frequently used and repeated 
words/phrases, or is inaccurate and/or inappropriate. Use of direct translation. 

0-6 

Use of curricular vocabulary is generally accurate and appropriate. May include some 
idiomatic expressions. Some instances of direct translation. 

7- 13 

Use of curricular vocabulary is wide, and most of the time accurate and appropriate.  Includes 
idiomatic expressions and no direct translations. 

14 -20 

Language control/grammar (20 points)   
Continuous pattern of grammatical inaccuracy impedes comprehension most of the time; 
doesn’t use the appropriate grammar structures for the prompt/context.  Almost no instances 
of self-repair.   

0-6 

Grammatical inaccuracy at times impedes comprehension even by sympathetic interlocutors; 
student is sometimes grammatically inaccurate when s/he uses learned elements from the 
curriculum; overall good use of the appropriate grammar for the prompt/context. Shows some 
instances of self-repair.  

7-13 

Grammatical inaccuracy rarely impedes comprehension; student is generally accurate when 
s/he uses learned elements from the curriculum and exhibits control over learned material; 
shows command of the appropriate grammar structures for the prompt/context.  If any 
mismatches, student self-repairs most of the times. 

14-20 
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GRADING CRITERIA TO EVALUATE ORAL EXAM 2 
 
Name: _________________________________________    Final grade: ________/100 
 

Task completion (40 points)   
Partial completion of the task; content is somewhat adequate; basic ideas expressed but very 
little elaboration or detail; information is presented with minimal organization; presentation is 
not of the appropriate length.  Student reads frequently from slides and does not make eye 
contact with audience.   

0-20 

Good completion of the task; content is appropriate; ideas mostly adequately developed with 
some elaboration and detail; information is presented with some organization and some use of 
cohesive devices; presentation is of an acceptable length. Student sometimes reads from 
slides and sometimes keeps eye contact with audience.  

21-30 

Superior completion of task; content is rich; ideas developed with elaboration and detail and 
presented in an organized manner; use of cohesive devices to link ideas; presentation is of the 
appropriate length. Student does not read from slides and keeps eye contact with audience 
throughout presentation.  

31-40 

Comprehensibility of message (20 points)   
Content not fully comprehensible; requiring frequent interpretation; pronunciation and choppy 
speech may frequently interfere with communication. Volume is not adequate or maintained 
throughout presentation. 

0-6 

Content mostly comprehensible, requiring minimal interpretation, pronunciation and speech 
rate barely interfere with communication. Volume is sometimes maintained throughout 
presentation. 

7-13 

Content readily comprehensible, requiring no interpretation, pronunciation and speech rate 
enhance communication. Volume is adequate and maintained throughout presentation. 

14-20 

Vocabulary (20 points)  
Use of curricular vocabulary is limited to the most frequently used and repeated 
words/phrases, or is inaccurate and/or inappropriate. Use of direct translation. 

0-6 

Use of curricular vocabulary is generally accurate and appropriate. May include some 
idiomatic expressions. Some instances of direct translation. 

7- 13 

Use of curricular vocabulary is wide, and most of the time accurate and appropriate.  Includes 
idiomatic expressions and no direct translations. 

14 -20 

Language control/grammar (20 points)   
Continuous pattern of grammatical inaccuracy impedes comprehension most of the time; 
doesn’t use the appropriate grammar structures for the prompt/context.  Almost no instances 
of self-repair.   

0-6 

Grammatical inaccuracy at times impedes comprehension even by sympathetic interlocutors; 
student is sometimes grammatically inaccurate when s/he uses learned elements from the 
curriculum; overall good use of the appropriate grammar for the prompt/context. Shows some 
instances of self-repair.  

7-13 

Grammatical inaccuracy rarely impedes comprehension; student is generally accurate when 
s/he uses learned elements from the curriculum and exhibits control over learned material; 
shows command of the appropriate grammar structures for the prompt/context.  If any 
mismatches, student self-repairs most of the times. 

14-20 
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Grading Criteria to Evaluate Compositions. Spanish Language Program. University of Pittsburgh 
         Name: _____________________ 
 

 
 

First Draft 70%   

Content/Information conveyed, organization  Possible 
Points 

Earned  
Points 

Original, good organization, focuses on the topic, Content precisely on target, and very complete 
information is provided. No missing information. Composition length is adequate to the level. 

24-28 
 

Adequate information, good presentation although some ideas not completely developed, or not well 
organized. Shows some logical coherence. 

18-23 
 

Ideas presented but not fully developed. Lack of supporting detail, or incorrect evidence provided. 
Ineffective order of presentation, somewhat disjointed organization. 

12-17 
 

Lack of evidence of familiarity with contents. Minimal information, lacking in substance. Poor 
transitions and unclear structure. 

1-11 
 

Vocabulary   
Varied vocabulary with use of appropriate rhetorical formulas.  Target vocabulary used extensively 
and well. No errors in target vocabulary, no use of borrowed words, and almost no word errors in 
general (<3, approx.). 

17-21 
 

Good vocabulary, appropriate rhetorical formulas. Target vocabulary used adequately but not 
sufficiently. Minimal number of word choice errors (<5), no use of foreign words. 

12-16 
 

Appropriate but not rich vocabulary. Basic vocabulary correct, but target vocabulary not well 
represented. Some word choice errors (<6) but no use of foreign words. 

8-11 
 

Use of foreign words, and other gaps. Abundance of word choice errors (>7). General evidence of 
lack of vocabulary preparation. 
 

1-7 
 

 Grammar   
Good sentence structure. No basic errors (agreement, tense, pronouns), and minimal amount (<3) of 
other errors. Work was well edited for grammar. 

17-21 
 

Appropriate sentence structure. No errors in word order. No agreement errors. Minimal other basic 
errors (<2). Some editing problems, and some other errors with complex structures (<5) 

12-16 
 

Problems with sentence structure and with basic (>5) and other grammatical errors (>7). Several 
incomprehensible sentences and some avoidance with native structures. 

8-11 
 

Difficult to comprehend due to the amount of grammatical errors. 
Abundance of basic (>7) and other grammatical errors (>7), and use of grammatical structures from 
other languages. 

 
1-7 
  

 

                                                                                                                                             
      TOTAL 1ST DRAFT 

 
            /70 

Final Draft 30%   
Includes all the corrections made to draft copy; and goes beyond the corrections to try to make a 
coherent and cohesive composition. 

20-30 
 

Includes some of the corrections indicated in the draft copy. The composition still has errors of 
grammar, vocabulary and content. 

11-19 
 

It does not include the corrections indicated in the draft copy. 0-10  
                                                                                                                                            

TOTAL 2ND DRAFT 
             

/30 
                                                                                                               

FINAL GRADE 
           

/100 
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Symbols to Correct the First Draft of the Compositions. Spanish Language Program. University of Pittsburgh 
 
 
GRAMMAR 
AA Adjective/noun agreement (includes gender and number). 
AC Accent wrong or missing. 
ADV Adverb wrong or needed. 
AGR Subject/verb agreement problem 
ATM Check aspect, tense, and mood. 
AP Personal ‘a’ required. 
ART  
CC 

Article wrong or missing. 
Copula choice (confusion of ser and estar) 

IMP Impersonal form required: includes passive or impersonal ‘se’. 
INF Infinitive needed. 
OP Object Pronoun wrong or missing. 
POS Possessive adjective wrong or missing. 
PREP Preposition wrong or missing. 
REL Relative Pronoun wrong; ‘que’ is missing. 
REF Reflexive Pronoun wrong or missing. 
SP Spelling error. 
SPN Subject Pronoun problem. 
VF Wrong conjugation  
WW Wrong word choice, vocabulary error. 
WO Word order is incorrect. 
 
STYLE 
 
ID Appropriate idiomatic expression required. (This is an error that is often the result of a literal translation from 

English.) 
INC Incomprehensible due to structure or vocabulary choice that makes it difficult to identify error – needs to be 

rewritten (sometimes the meaning is confused due to literal translation). 
NC Not clear. 
NL Not logical. 
PUNT Punctuation wrong or missing. 
REP Use pronoun to avoid repetition. 
RS Repetitive word or structure; the sentence should be reviewed and corrected by using synonyms or 

rewording/rephrasing. 
TR Transition is required to link ideas. 
CAP Lower (LC) or upper (UC) case needed.  
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How to type Spanish accents and symbols on your keyboard.  
 
When using Windows you MUST use the numeric keypad: 
(The NUMLOCK key must be turned on or the codes won’t work) 
 
á Hold down ALT and type 160     or     0225 
é Hold down ALT and type 130     or     0233 
í Hold down ALT and type 161     or     0237 
ó Hold down ALT and type 162     or     0243 
ú Hold down ALT and type 163     or     0250 
    
Á Hold down ALT and type 0193 
É Hold down ALT and type 0201 
Í Hold down ALT and type 0205 
Ó Hold down ALT and type 0211 
Ú Hold down ALT and type 0218 
ü Hold down ALT and type 129     or     0252 
Ü Hold down ALT and type 154     or     0220  
ñ Hold down ALT and type 164     or     0241 
Ñ Hold down ALT and type 165     or     0209 
¿ Hold down ALT and type 168     or     0191 
¡ Hold down ALT and type 173     or     0161 
 
 
 
 
Macintosh  
 
á  Hold down Option and e and type  a 
é  Hold down Option and e and type  e 
í  Hold down Option and e and type  i 
ó  Hold down Option and e and type  o 
ú  Hold down Option and e and type  u 
Á  Hold down Option, e and Shift and type  a 
É  Hold down Option, e and Shift and type  e 
Í  Hold down Option, e and Shift and type  i 
Ó  Hold down Option, e and Shift and type  o 
Ú  Hold down Option, e and Shift and type  u 
ü  Hold down Option and u and type  u 
Ü  Hold down Option and u, release and then hold down Shift and type u 
ñ  Hold down Option and n and type  n 
Ñ  Hold down Option, n and Shift and type  n 
¿  Hold down Option and Shift and type / 
¡  Hold down Option and type               1 


